
AGRICULTURE AND

THE NECHAKO RIVER
AND

RIO TINTO

PRESENTATION

By Lyla Brophy



TABLE OF CONTENTS

1. Communications
2. Fences
3. Erosion
4. Irrigation
5. BC Code-Environmental



1. Timely Communication

• Need for notice of intention to raise the water level of the 

river approximately 4 days before the gates at Skins Lake are 

actually opened whether by e-mail, phone, etc. 

• This is needed to be able to plan cattle movement when 

needed.  This may be a good plan for recreation and hunting 

considerations also.

• Many places on the river have no access to cell phone 

coverage in case of an emergency.



2. Fences

The raising and lowering of the river waters creates problems 
with the fences to control cattle. They are washed out when 
river rises at higher speeds. When the river is low, cattle are 
able to go around the end of the fences.  Hence there is no 
control.



3. Erosion

• Damage as shown in pictures.  At least 2 farms have lost at least 3 
acres each due to floods or high moving water. 

• Another ranch has been able to save their land a few years ago by 
hauling rocks in to create stability on their river banks.  

• One ranch is in danger of losing their well very soon.



4. Irrigation 

• Problems occur when water too high or too low.  

• At extra high water the irrigation pumps and equipment are flooded 
and can be ruined.  Equipment can be moved higher if knowledge is 
conveyed to the ranchers and the farmers soon enough.   

• When the water is low the irrigation equipment cannot reach the 
water to put on their lands.  

• Ice jams have caused problems when water backs up into the 
irrigation equipment.  One rancher lost his pump house, pump and all 
electric equipment. Several have lost their pumps over the years.
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