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“EWHIIIE IN FORGE THIS FALL

By now you have likely heard that the new regulations replacing the old agricultural waste ones are coming
into effect, but do you know what it will mean for you? As you read in Beef in BC (May/June 2019, pp 34-35]
there is a new agricultural environment regulation that all BC ranchers and farmers need to be aware of
~ the Code of Practice for Agricultural Environmental Management or “the GCode”. The Gode applies to all
agricultural operations in BC, including the beef industry.

Why the new changes? receive manure directly from livestock, only manure that is

As written in the May article, the new rules are intended to  collected and applied to land. If you have not taken soil tests in
provide additional clarity through more clearly outlining the the last three years, samples must be taken after your last crop

requirements for agriculture, while improving the protection ~harvest, but before manure or .nutn:ent app]icat.ionls this fall.
of the environment. » The post-harvest soil nifrate test is intended to

What do you need to know in 20192 quantify any residual nitrate left in the soil at the end
A5 & ‘canicher e be Sporsnt ot you ':o T S — of the growing season. Samples for nitrate should be
e sl el ATGE Syt ek, "Wiils Hi Coile collected to a depth of 30 cm (12 inches) in the fall or
e . ) early spring.

is being phased in over the next 10 years, there are a several . ; .

requirements that should be on the producer’s radar starting in ;it?;sp OS;hf?::?onclgstlezt:sg:;ui;)lst}?:;eioﬁei{g;j/
2019. In this Beef in BC article, we will touch on two of these: PP P 2

soil testing and records. Future articles are planned that will be sampled agam the follgwnir year
-, . = Each sample for post-harvest nitrate should be
cover additional topics.

representative of areas with similar management

Soil testing " (crop, fertilizer applications, and irrigation) and soil.
If you apply manure, compost or fertilizers or any other Fields or sections may be grouped if they are similar
nutrient sources containing nitrogen (N) or phosphorus (P) to mple in

fields, you are now required to have post-harvest soil nitrate . e 1 .
test results and soil test phosphorus from within the last three nfonm y ec At on ¢
years. These should be what you are using to help inform your mnd tes see pace 2 o
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nutrient application rates. This does not include

£4 If you apply manure, compost or fertilizers or any
other nutrient sources containing nitrogen (N) or
phosphorus (P) to fields, you are now required to
have post-harvest seil nitrate test results and soil
test phosphorus from within the last three years. 99



nnnllt:almn of manure, fertilizer, or compost
Manure, fertilizer, or compost must not be spread on
frozen or snow-covered ground.

* In high-precipitation areas (found mostly on the South
Coast), no manure should be applied during November,
December, or January,

0 Note: High precipitation areas are defined as
areas receiving over 600mm of rainfall between
October 1st and April 1st. You can find out if you
are in a high precipitation area by visiting: https://
governmentofbe.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/
index.html?appid=cl6cde73574c43da877674£423
304ac9

* In high precipitation areas a risk assessment should be
completed in October, February, and March before any
manure is land-applied. An online risk assessment tool
will be available from the Ministry of Agriculture.

*  Manure, fertilizer, and other sources of nitrogen must not
be applied in excess of the crop nitrogen requirement.

There are now specific sethacks from watercourses, wells,
and property boundaries for spreading fertilizer and manure.
* Keep surface applied manure 3 meters away
* Keep fertilizer or injected manure 1.5 meters away
* Keep 30 meters away from drinking water sources
like wells or surface water diversion points

Records

Keeping records of your farm activities will help show that you
are meeting the expectations of the new regulation. Records are
not required to be submitted to anyone but must be kept at least

five years as your own back up and could be requested during an |

inspection by provincial environmental protection staff. If asked,
you need to be able to show your records within five days of the
request. Records can take many forms and it is likely ranchers
are already keeping the information needed. Records can include
receipts, Form 3s, and information documented in notebooks or
pads. How the records are kept is not as important as the type of
information that needs to be included in the records.

If requested, you should be able to provide records within
five days that show:

*  Animal numbers and the amount of manure generated on

farm. Records should indicate how much of the manure _

is used on farm and amounts of any manure exported to
other operations.

*  Ifmanure leaves the farm operation, records are required
to document the overall amount, and if in lots of 5 m3
(6.5 yards3) or greater include a log with lot size and
receiver information.
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* If you have manure stored temporarily (see note below
re: temporary storage of manure) in the field, keep a
weekly monitoring record.

*  Use of commercial fertilizers and other nutrient sources
containing N and P, such as manure or compost, on
forage (hay, silage, pasture} land. Record how much,
what product, when, and where.

*  Yields for fields that are fertilized (ie., how much hay
did you produce — number and type of bales and weight).

A complete list of activities requiring records can be found
through the Agricultural Environmental Management website:
WWW.ZOV. be. ca/AgnculturaI Envm)nmental Management
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Agriculture Environmental Management

Procedure Information
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Key Changes
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Management replaced the Agncu!tural Waste Gontrol Regulation (AWCR).
lo'learn more, visit the website: httpsi//www2.gov.becalgov/content/
environment/waste-management/industrial-waste/agriculture

High Precipitation Areas Map Tool
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This interactive map tool shows the geographic high precipitation areas
throughout B.C.
A high precipitation area is an area that receives 600 mm or more of:

precipitation between Gctober | and April 30. To access the map, visit
https://bitly/33GPCTP
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