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Key Focus

1.Current Watershed Data: 

Precipitation and elevation

2. Freshet Forecast, looking 

to the spring / summer 

and next steps
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Observed Precipitation, Inflows vs Historical
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Observed Water Temperatures
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Current Snowpack

305 mm (103% LTA; 22nd/64)

358 mm (85% LTA; 40th/64)
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Historical Reservoir Elevation
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7 Day Weather Forecast
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Nautley River Flows, Forecast
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Spring Freshet Inflow Forecast

Historical Record of Observed Volumes
Forecast Volume Exceedance Probability
Forecast Volume Average

99% LTA

Last year
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Planning the 2022 Release

Average = 107 m3/s 

(end Apr. to STMP), 

incl. 49 m3/s AWA

Release Considerations: 
▪ Feedback from the Nechako First Nations, Cheslatta and from Water Engagement Initiative 
▪ Release timing corresponding to seasonal triggers that mimic, as much as possible, natural conditions
▪ Releases that mimic a spring-early summer freshet-like shape, increasing access to habit 
▪ Flood risk to be maintained as low as possible 
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Upper Nechako 
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Expected Spillway Release
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Spillway Management – Looking to Spring/Summer

• SLS discharge is currently still at 40 m³/s. Most of 

the ice has now melted on Murray and Cheslatta 

Lakes, and discharge will be increased to 72 m³/s 

on Thursday;

• Smelter Re-Start plan integrated 

• Spring Freshet flood risk; Murray Cheslatta 

System and Vanderhoof
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Forecast – Vanderhoof 
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Reservoir Level Projection 

• Inflow projections are used to estimate 

reservoir levels over time considering current 

hydrology and historically observed 

additional snow and rain.



Next Steps – Actions

1. Model update and communications.

2. Monitoring work to learn from 2022 release

3. Continue to update on Smelter Re-Start

4. Confirm next meeting date – 15 June

Presentations are available on the Get Involved Nechako 

website under 'Our Operations'. Recordings can be 

requested up to 30 days following the meeting.
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Feedback & 
Reflections 
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